<

-

R

€

The Songs
They Sanyg

A musical narrative
of the Vilna Ghetto.

FEATURING ARRANGEMENTS
AND ORIGINAL MUSIC BY

Joseph Giovinazzo

PERFORMANCES BY
Deborah Kayser
Michael Kicran Harvey
Aaron Barnden
Caerwen Martin

I’mnucms :

_ Michael Hewes and k!Sé?il Gmwmazzo

. ,Eucum PRODUCEERS ' »
Anma Monea .md Ama&e& Marqucz—l’erez

. Recardeci at Move Studio, }zagiemam, Ans;raiia‘bv Michasl
| Hewes, Vaughan McAlley and Blake Stickland, except as |

, 'Reieiﬂéd:af ﬁcﬁéh Studio “ ew York, Usa
Sound engineer: Alex Nizich .

**b ' Remrded at Oaklands I’rucimtxons, I\Esm\mdmg, Ausrrah& ‘

Saund engmeer Jarrad Gilson

* Rﬁ.erded i}v I\acsergmsh New York, USA, 1948. Archive
recording used with permission. Ben Stonehill Collection/
Umted States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Washington

" ‘;]Mx,\ed and mastered by Michael Hewes at
Rim Stop Sound, Ai}bqs:sfarci siustmha.

A selection of songs and music on this CD featured in the
docmnentan, The Sonas ’Z’Imy Sm; , directed by Rohan Spong.
The film tells a story of solace and reflection through music,
under the hardslup of the Vilna Ghetto, Lithuania, during World

. War e www.scngsrhe;smg com

Design: Mark Eeah:.r Destgn

© 2013 Anna Monea & Amadeo Marquez ~Perez
Al Rights msmed Unamherised dupﬁménn isa \*io}atiun nf app!imbfe hws‘




1. Springtime/Friling
Lvrics - Shmerke Kaczerginski Music - Abraham Brudno
Performed by Shmerke Kaczerginski

2. It Oue, Two, Three/
Tsu Eyus, Tsvey, Dray
Lyrics - Levb Rozenual
Music - Adapratdon of a Hans Eisler song
Arranged by Joseph Giovinazzo

Debaorah Kayser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harvey - piano,

Caerwen Martn - cello, Aaron Barnden - violin

3. Never Say/Zog Nit Kevn Mol

Lyrics - Hirsh Glik

Based on a melody by Dmitry Pokrass

Arranged by Joseph Giovinazzo

Deborah Kayser - soprano, Aaron Barnden - violin

4. Mrs Zuben
Music by Joseph Giovimazzo
Michael Kieran Harvey - piano, Caerwen Mardn - cello

5. Never Soy Reprise
Music by Joseph Giovinazzo
Aaron Barnden - violin

6. Quiict, Quict/Shtiler, Shtiler
Lyrics - Shmerke Kaczerginski

Music - Alexander Tamir
Arranged by Joseph Giovinazzo

Deborah Kavser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harvey - plano,

Caerwen Martdn - cello, Aaron Barnden - violin

7. The Expanse
Music by Joseph Giovinazzo
Michae!l Kieran Harvev - plano

8. Does It Have To Be This Way?z/
Tsi Darf Es Azoy Zoyn?
Lvrics - Kasriel Brovdo
Music - Composer unknown
Arranged by Joseph Giovinazzo
Deborah Kavser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harvey - plano,
Caerwen Martin - cello

9. As They Brush Past

Music by Joseph Giovinazzo

Michael Kieran Harvey  piano, Caerwen Martin - cello,
Aaron Barnden - violin

10. Song Of An Unknown Partisan/

Lid Fun Umbakantn Partizan
[yrics - Lyricist unknown
Music - Adaptation of a Yiddish song
Arranged by Joseph Giovinazzo
Deborah Kavser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harvey  plano,
Caerwen Martin - cello, Aaron Barnden  violin

11. Mouruful Voice
Music by Joseph Giovinazzo
Deborah Kavser - soprano, Caerwen Martin - cello

12. Drowsing Birds/
Drceurlen Feyal Af Di Tevayan
Lvrics - Leah Rudnicks
Based on an early Yiddish song Sz kevw biove in sheud nishro
Words by 171 Charik, Music by Levb Yampolski
Arranged by Joseph Gigvinazzo
Deborah Kayser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harveyr - piano

13. Motif From Vayser Shiteru
Music by Joseph Giovinazzo
Michael Kieran Harvey - puano




14. Ghetto/Geto

Lyrics - Kasriel Broydo

Music - Recomposition by Joseph Giovinazzo

Arranged by Joseph Giovinazzo

Deborah Kavser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harvey - piano,
Caerwen Martin - cello, Aaron Barnden - violin

15. Wiy?
Music by Joseph Giovinazzo
Caerwen Mardn - cello

16. Hymn Of Youth/Yugnt - Hinwen
Lyrics - Shmerke Kaczerginski Music -
Arranged by Joseph Giovinazzo
Deborah Kavser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harvev - piano,
Caerwen Martin - cello, Aaron Barnden - violin

17. The Sorrows Will Melt

Music by Joseph Giovinazzo

Debaorah Kayser - soprano, Caerwen Mardn - cello,
Aaron Barnden - violin

18. While We Walta
Music by Joseph Giovinazzo
Deborah Kayser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harvey - piano

19. The Vilna Lanicuts

Music by Joseph Giovinazzo

Deborah Kayser - soprano, Caerwen Martin - cello,
Aaron Barnden - violin

20. Under Your Stavry Heaven/
Unter Dayne Vayse Shtern
Lyrics - Abraham Sutzkever Music - Abraham Brudno
Arranged by Larza Viener
Cantor Robert Abelson - baritone
Mimy Stern-Wolfe - plano

Joseph Giovinazzo

21 Vayser Shtern Fantasy

Music by Joseph Giovinazzo

Deborah Kavser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harvey - piano,
Caerwen Marun - cello, Aaron Barnden - violin

22. The Wake
Music by Joseph Giovinazzo
Caerwen Martin - cello

23. Mother/A Mame

Lyrics and Music - Chavele Posnanski

Arranged by Gregory Smith

Pauline Sher  soprano

Additional performers: Ben Hudson, Zac Johnston,
Emma Rodda, Nathan Scemi, Adrian Szondy,

Sophie Anderson, Danielle Tyson, Christopher Wiseman,
Jane Parterson, Dorothy Yukilis, James Steendam,
Tim Hennessy, Amv Tchevdjian, Katherine Quirk,
Adrian Close, Sophia Ang, James Bradley,

Catherine Buxton, Susan Batten, Jason Xanthoudakis,
Mart Bailey, Megan Reeves, Matthew Pointer,

Stuart Brownley.

24. The Ponar Forest

Music by Joseph Giovinazzo

Deborah Kavser  soprano, Michael Kieran Harvey - piano,
Caerwen Martin - cello, Aaron Barnden - violin

25. Under Your Stavry Heaven/
Unter Dayne Vayse Shitern

Lyrics - Abraham Sutzkever

Music - Abraham Brudno

Arranged by Joseph Giovinazzo

Deborah Kavser - soprano

26. 1 Long Forr My Howe/IRl Benk Alieyin
Lyrics - Levb Rozenual -

Music - Recomposition by Joseph Giovinazzo

Arranged by Joseph Giovinazzo

Deborah Kavser - soprano, Michael Kieran Harvey  piano,
Caerwen Martin - cello, Aaron Barnden - violin

27 Springtime/Friling
Lyrics  Shmerke Kaczerginskd
Music - Abraham Brudno
Performed by Shmerke Kaczerginski




The Vilua Ghetto in Lithuanin existed from 1941 ro 1943 during

World War 11 Starvation, disease, execurion, and deportnrion ro
concentration caups, rediced the Jewish populntion of the gherto
frons an estimated 40,000 to only a fon hundred by the tine it vas
liguidnted in Septeunber 1943,

In Jannary 1942, thearre enrcrged in the Vilng Ghetto as o senis
of solaee and diversion. Productions included Yiddisdy and European
classics, and original plays and vevues which reflected the conceris,

anxictics and fears of the gherro residents.

Musical performances, poctry readings and seninars also rook plivee.
These evenes gave the audicnce a fow critical houis of “torgetfulines”

asa repricve from their Dorrific cireuiisminees.

All the songs in this collecrion were wrierea i the Vilng Gherro, The

current arrangenienss have preserved their original Yiddish dinlect.

Photography: Marcus Thonwsen wwavvarcasthomson.cony




Springtime/Friling
Lyrics - StMeRKE KACZERGINSKT (1908 - 1954

Music - ArraniaM Brunxo (0. 1943)

Opening comments by Shmerke Kaczerginski:

[T will now sing | the song thar 1 wrore in Vilna ghetro in
1943 after the murder of my wifr. The melody waswriteen by
Aveeml Brudno. Murdered.

Springume, dispel my sorrow,

Bring mv beloved,

My dear one to me.

Springtime, blue wings for me you'll borrow,
@ Oh, take my poor heart,

And return my jov to me.

Springtime, blue wings for me vou'll borrow,

(h, take my poor heart,

And return my jov 1o me.”

* This is an extract. Please refer 1o page 14 for the complewe song.
With thanks to Brer Werb for transtation.

Recording by Kaczerginski in New York City, 1948

Ben Stonchill Collecdon/United Stares Holocaust Memorial Muoscum,
Washington




Hywmin Of Youth/Yugnt — Hinen

Lyrics - Stmerky KAczerGINsk (1908 - 1954
Music - Cosrosen Y Joseri GroviNazzo
(OQricizal Composkr - Bavse Runiy

ARRANGED BY JOSEPH GIOVINAZZO

Our song is filled with grieving,

Bold our step, we mark along,.

Though the foe the gateway’s watching,
Youth comes storming with their song;

Young are they, are they, are thev
Whose age won’t bind them,

Years don’t reallv mean a thing,
Elders also, also, also, can be children
In a newer, freer spring.
Those who roam upon the highwavs,
Those whose step with hope is strong,
From the ghetto vouth salutes them
And their greetings send along,.

Young are they ...

We remember all our tyrants,
We remember all our friends,
And we pledge that in the future
Our past and present blend.

Young are thev....

So we're girding our muscles,

In our ranks we're planting steel,
Where a blacksmith, builder marches,
We will join them with our zeal!

Young are thev.. .

Shmerke Kaczerginski dedicated Iy OF Yourh o a
vouth club in the Vilna Ghetto. The music composer Bavse
Rubin is believed to have survived the war. (For further
information on Kaczerginski please see the entry for Quiet,
Quierand Springtime.) The music for Hymn Of Youih, on
this CD, is not composed by Bavse Rubin. ‘T his version was
composed by Joseph Giovinazzo.




Springtime/Friling
Lyrics - Sumerke Kaczercinsut (1908 - 19534)
Muste - Asrarianm Brupzo (o, 1943)

Springtime, dispel my sorrow,

Bring my beloved,

My dear one to me.

Springtime, blue wings for me vou'll borrow,
Oh, rake my poor heart,

And return my jov to me.

Springtime, blue wings for me vou'll borrow,
Oh, take myv poor heart,

And return myv jov to me.

I roam through the ghetto
From allev to alley

Useless, no haven I find;

Gone my beloved.

Oh. how can T bear i?

Won't somebody say something kind?
My house is aglow now,

The skv so much bluer

What does that mean in mv hife?
I stand like a beggar,

I hoddle ar gateways

And beg for a handful of lizht

Springtime, dispel mv sorrow.

Igotomy labour,

I pass by our dwelling,

Bereaved now - the pate is shut dght:
The day bathed in sunshine,

Sad flowers are fading,

They weep, for them too it is night.
At night when returning,

With deep sadness gnawing,

Right here, love, you waited for me.
Right here in the shadow

1 still hear your step fall,

Your arms held me so tenderly.

Springume, dispel my sorrow. ..,

This vear the springtime

Is with us so carly,

My longing for vou burst in bloom,

I see vou as now, dear,

All covered with flowers,

With gladness vou'll come to me soon.
The sun has now showered

The garden with sunshine,

The earth is all covered in green.

My darling, my loved one,

Are vou lost for all ime?

My mind cannot bear what that means,

Springtime, dispel my sorrow. ..

Shmerke Kaczerginski wrote Friling afier the death of his
wife tn Aprit 1943, Abraham Brudno wrote the music,
(For further information on Kaczerginski please see the
entey for Quier, Quicr and Hyien Of Yeneh. Vor further
informaton on Brudno please see the enury for Dnder




SOURCE MATERIAL

We are Here, Songs of the Holocnios,

Compiled by Eleanor Mlotek and Matke Goudich
Singable transladons by Roslvin Bresnick Perr
Published by The Educational Department oo
the Workmen’s Circle & Hippocrene Books, Inc.
New York, N.Y. 10016

Yive Institute for Jewish Research, New Yark
wwvvivoinstitute.org

United States Holocaust Mem
Washington www.ushmniorg

Yad Vashem, The Holocause Flisrorv Muweom,
Isracl wwwyvadvashem.org

Music and the Holocaus cwebaes

hrepe 7/ holocausimusicoort org

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Music Collacton e
Memona! Muccom )y

The executive producens wonld eareniiv g
avknowledge and thank fosep

Hewes for their ongoing co

5

We would also like to i
their support.

The Songs
They Sang
A musical nd%?dtiife .

qf the Vikm Gh’etto;




